{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 CHAP. II.]     THE  ESTATES  OF  KONIGSBERG.                  57}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 of the greatness of the object and of purity of intention; accord\-ingly, I beg your Excellency to put no hindrance in the way of the meeting of the Deputies of the Estates that are here, but to allow it; and I natter myself that I shall not meet with a refusal from a man of your Excellency's intelligence and feeling.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Auerswald's mind changed at once, and he wrote to the Committee of Estates :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 His Excellency Baron vom Stein, Minister of State, having to-day requested me to allow the assembly of certain members of the East-Prussian Estates fixed for to-morrow to take place, I have seen fit on that account to grant permission, but on the express condition that the meeting take place under the oversight and with the co-operation of the Committee of Estates.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 And soon afterwards (February 2nd) we find him writing to Hardenberg :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Herr v. d. Groeben, who issued the appeal to the Province mentioned in my report of the 24th, has been released at the intercession of General Count v. Wittgenstein and Baron vom Stein, Minister of State, but remains liable to an examination.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 While he arranged this matter to his satisfaction, Stein proceeded without delay to execute the other measures which he had caused to be prescribed to him in the Czar's Commission. Besides providing for the creation of the Landwehr and Landsturm, these were to avail himself of the wealth of the province for military purposes and to sequestrate the property of the French and their allies. On January 26th a decree of the Konigsberg Govern\-ment was posted up at the Bourse, which ran as follows:}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 By command of His Majesty the Russian Emperor communi\-cated to his Excellency the Royal Commissioner v. Auerswald through his Excellency the Baron vom Stein, Minister of State, the Prussian harbours are hereby opened and the exportation of all Prussian products except rye and oats is hereby permitted.}\par }